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To be Continued Turtspays and Fripayrs, 
wane Non fi quid turbida Roma, 
Elevet, Accedas, Examenve.émprobum in ill, ) | 
Caftiges Trutina ------ Pers: SAT, 
Tuespay, APRIL I. 1736. 
ow " 
) Sir Lyonel Broomftick: But even this (tho’,it { athe Houfe in an Uproar) is 
pias asa abfurd, and out’ of Place. — And the jeahes, for the 
Old Ly---—-- March 27th, 1735. fake of gaining Applaufe, runs into an unjuttifiable 


weptnne mem TAT an odd Stick of Wood 
eat thou art! Would any but fuch 
an opinionated Man in the 
Moon Knight, fall foul of Te 
Man of Tafte ? What tho’ it is 
compoféd of two Farces put 
together, that have no Relation 
— to each other ? What tho’ 
“ there is neither pure Language nor pure Sentiment 
“ init? Does that hinder its being a very good Co- 
“ medy? Does not all the Town follow it? The 
“ fine Gentlemen commend it! And are not the e 
“ "Ladies in Raptures at it? Doft thou think thou 
“ art wifer than all the reft of Mankind? Or that 
“ thy OpsoLeTe Tafte muft be a Afodel for every 
“ other Body’s? Retract, or thou wilt lofe thy 
“ felf. 





Thine as yet, 
Flirtwell Side-box. 


My Friend Mr. Side-box meant to write Ob/olete, 
and not Op/olere ; but fuch a flight Miftake is excufe- 
able in a gay Fellow, that, from frequenting Play- 
houfes only, turns Critick. I wou’d not have him be 
difcour ed, but only be a little more cautious in the 
Ufe of Words he may have heard in mote learned 
Mouths than his own, and be fure to write them as 
“ ought to be fpoke. 

gave my Sentiment of this Play in my Paper 
Numb. 35, after the firft Night’s Reprefentation of 
at; fince which it has been printed, and I have taken 
the Trouble to compare it with the two Farces from 
which it is tranflated. For-a Proof of the Judgment 
I gave of it then, I refer my Readers to the Exgli/h 


_ Tranflation of Moliere, publifh’d about a Year ago, 


in which they'll find The Max of Tafte and Guardians 
More SPIRITEDLY pourtrayed than by the REve- 
REND Author, who has, with great Labour and Pains, 
brought them on the Stage. — 

THERE is fo little Merit to be afcribed to this 
Writer, as to Invention (one chief Beauty in a 
Poet) that even the PERSONALITIES, which afford 


-fo much Diverfion, are not ORIGINAL. — And the 


French Marquis de Mafcarille tells us, he has wrote a 
Gomedy, and that his peculiaryTalent lies in making 
Madrizals. —The applying the-firft to young Cibber, 
and the changing Madrigals into Odes, in Favour of 
his Sire, was too palpably ad bomines not to be hit — 


Violation of Character. 

THE Max of Tafte is a gerieral Character, drawn 
(however #//) to ridicule the falfe Tafte that reigns 
at prefent in the Beau Monde — He is Kuight of the 
Shire, and reprefents the all.—To lofe this general 
Character, and be, 20 but for an Inftant, any particu- 
lar Perfon, {9 exprefly as fox that time, to be abfolutely 
nothing elfe but that Perfon, is violating the Charac- 
ter in which he is firft prefented to the Audience, and 
is a Fault againft Drarnatick Rules, which Men of 
Senfe and Judgment can never approve of, and the 
Inconfiderate only /augh at.-And this is the Cafe of 
the perfonal Satire againft the two €ibbers. — The 
Max of Tafte entirely quits his Character, is no more 
a Perfona Dramatis, but becomes folely, for that 
time, firft o/d Cibber, and then young Cibber—After 
which he refumes his general Character, and continues 
his firft Roll. | 

I cannot help, in this Place, expreffing my Sur- 
prize, at the exceffive Joy the young Captain f{eems 
to feel, when he lafhes himfelf for Comedy-writing — 
However drole the Satire may be, the uxiverfal Plau- 
dit it meets with, conveys, in my Opinion, the 
ftrongeft Marks of the Audiences Senfe of the young 
Gentleman’s Talent for Dramatick Performances 
which is no wife favourable to him; and nothing 
but the moft confummate Infenfibility, whether one 

is, or is not efteem’d, cou’d, I fhould think, fave a 
Perfon, fo ftruck at, from being forely burt. But he 
is no lefs Proof againit any Senfibility on_his Father’s 
Account, whole publick Shame he enjoPs; with the 
fame obftreperous Expreflions of Mirth, as he does 
hisown. A Happinels of ‘Temper I cannot enough 
admire! — Diz 

Havina, in the different Company I have been in 
lately, heard this Performance very much cried up 
the Generality of Spectators, and only difcommended 
here ard there, by a good Judge of Dramatick- 
writing, I could not help from hence apologizing, 
within myfelf, for this Author, and other Poets who 
write for the Stage, if they neglect ev’ry Rule heretd- 
fore thought neceflary to be obferved, and apply 
themfelves only to fome general Topicks of Satire 
which they are fure will charm the greater Number, 
tho’ at the Expence of Propriety, and every other 

Ingredient of true Comedy. 

E are {uch a laughing Generation of People at 
prefent, that we are quite out of Humour at a Play 
if our Mufcles have a Moment’s Refpite. Wem 
be perpetually on the Griv, or the Fans begin to 
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Hutter thro’ Impatience, and the Beaus call the Box- 
eepers to let them out, that they may thift Places, 
and try fome other Part of the Houfe. An Incident 
in 4 Phiy naturally introduced, that concerns the 
polite Part of an Audience; that may corivey Inftruc- 
tion, and prevent real Indifcretions in private Life, 
is fcarce liff'ned to: No Mention, in Converfations 
about Plays, is made ot the | Sige Defign of a bw 
and the Vice or Folly ic interided, by Examples broaght 
before the Eye, to cure ; but the Uproar is on fome 
fuch forcible and inconfiftent Joke as that I have been 
taking Notice of —Here all are Talkers, all Admirers. 
— How charmingly Cb—r lafhet himself and bis 
Father ! | Ta 7" 
Tuus a Play execrably bad im iffelf, interfperfad 
with a 4ufficient (MBancicy of Popular Witticifms, 
fhall have the good Fortune to pleafe; whilft a juft 
Reprefentation of Nature and the Paffions, or trite 
Comick Humour, confiftent with the Character drawn, 
fiiall be ftrongly and judicioufly relifhed-by the Few 
ONLY, Whofe Ta/ffes are not to be corruptéd by the 
Corruption of the Srage, and perfift only to admire, 
where Admiration is due. : 

My Lord Rofcommon obferves, when an Author 
imitates, or tranflates, that Invention labours lefs, but 
Sudgment more. 

THE Truth of this Obfervation ftrikes full upon 
ts, if we confider the Cowntry Wife and the Guardians 
both. It is not to be queftioned, but that the Country 
Wife'is built from the fame Play that gave Rife to the 
Guardians, and that both Imitators had the fame 
French Original in View. But to fee the Difference 
between a real Genius and one that is wot. The firtt, 
éven in Imitation, becomes mew, and improves from 
the Mopex in his Eye. —The other is P ecto and 
inftead of augmenting the Beauty of his Original, /e/- 
fens it, by copying it too clofely — Like a German 
Painter, /aborious and true in his Copies, but grace- 
defi, fpiritle/s, and without Tafte. 

‘ut Author of the Couatry Wife has varied even 
the Fable 4s well as the two Charaéers in his Play. 
Pinchwife and Margery are Characters that become 
original im this Poet’s creative Hands. — Even the 
Yucident of the Letter, which both Poets have made 
ufe of, and the bringing the one bis Charge, and the 
other bis Wife, to his Rival, are conducted with fo 
judicious a Variety in the manner of doing it, that, 
tho’ plainly imitated from the French Plot, has all 
the Grace and Charm of Novelty. A Conduét like 
this, is what My Lord Rofcommon calls Fudgment. 
Invention had nothing to do, for the Plan was already 
found : —~ But how to execute that Plan, without Ser- 
wility, Plagiarifm, and with Variety, 


wie Hic Labor, boc Opus. mame 


‘A dull, ‘heavy Writer, without Genius, or Spirit, 


will do, as the Axthor of the Guardians has done, 
preferve the Chavaéers as they were drawn, bring 
each Incident on, juft in the fame manner as they 
were brought On, and execute the Plor with the 
Voey fame Circutiberices, and in the very fame Words 
that his Origiral had made ufe of before him. —A 
Condu that has neither Invention nor Fudgment in 


it. 

Ir this Reverend Bard had declared himfelf a 
Tranflator of Moliere, and pretended no further, he 
might, mena td and wnlafbed, have followed the 
beaten Track, with a Conftancy equal to that which 
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is obfervable in avery grave fedate Animal, to ufe 5 
homely Comparifon, that will almoft fuffer himfelf tg 
be rin over by a Coachy or a Cart, before bell ftir g 
Step out of the Way. , Bur he cannot be called 2 


- Tranflator, fincey ind the other. Walk of the Maz 


Tafte, he has added feveral Things, which are no¢ 
in the Original, and are a Fault ina Tranflator, who 
fhould indeed fully and fpiritedly exprefs his Author’ 
Senfé, but not add to it. — He is then; properly fpeak. 
ing, a pyratical Poet, who unloads the Veffel_ he 
meets, and mixes the Cargo with his own, withong 
Diffinétion of Commodity. And I think it is the In. 
tereft of the Fair Trader, in  Pabical Merchandizes. 
to detect him in all his Fraud; to endeavour to 
bring him to condigh Punifhmitent, fot the Good of 
the whole Body. us 

As a Step towards this laudable Undertaking, I 
fhall go on to detect him in another abfurd Theft, 
which, as I obferved before, on a familar Occafion, 
may create a Laugh inthe Inconfiderate, but can ne- 
ver be approved by Men of Senfe and Judgment. 

Tats ingenious Wrirer had obferved, that Mt. 
Griffin, who indifputably is an excellent Comick Actor, 
had topp’d the Part of the Mifer, and acquired great 
Applaufe from his c/ofe and fixe Reprefentation of 
Love-Gold, cowd not refit the Temptation of throw- 
ing a Dath of that Character in Sir Pofitive Bubble’s, 
tho’ quite foreign to it. He knew Mr. Griffin-cou’d 
not tail of railing aloud Plaudir, which the Author’s 
Vanity, miftaking its true Seat, brought Home to 
himfelf. The Reader, who has feen the Play, can- 
not forget the Gold Box which the old Man is very 


unwilling to part with — A Sentiment which wou’d © 


have been as natural in Love-Gold, as it is émproper 
and forced in the other. | | 

I cannot finifh this Paper without faying 2 Word ot 
two to my Correfpondent, who gave Occafion to my 
re-confidering the Subject. 

I obferve, this Gentleman cafts a Sneer at my Title, 
arid feems to think I derive it only from the Man is 
the Moon, and without whofe complimenting me with 
Knighthood, J had ftill been Mr. Broomftick, or plain 
Broomftick. Without fatisfying his impertinent Sur- 
mife, as to the Legality of my Knighthood, I fhall only 
fay, | am not the firft Perfon of Condition who has 
thought fit to conceal his Quality, and has fuffered 
Contempt awhile, rather than owz it. I cou’d quote 
from ancient and modern Hittory, Examples of Kings 
that have affumed Difguifes, and laid afide Majefty to 
come ftearer Truth. But Affectation of Learning is 


what I hate, and therefore declare, once for all, that. 


I do not think myfelf oblig’d to give Mr. Flurtwell 
Side-box, or any other Perfon, any greater Knowledge 
of myfelf than I think neceffary for the well carrying 
on my Defign of prompting indifferently all Man- 


kind. 
P + 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
[™ UST beg Leave to be excufed tranflating the 


Motto of this Day’s Paper. Mr. Dryden bas done . 


st in a way that might poffibly offend —— And I do not 


ter him. In tof te Drefs it ma 


care to do it af 


poffibly efcape the Penetration of the polite Part of t 


Town, who cannot be offendei 


— ad he 


at what they do not 
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